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INTRODUCTION. 



Of the three English writers whose work has 
become a portion of all Political Economy, Malthus 
is the second in time and in honour. His services 
to general theory are at least equal to Ricardo's ; and 
his full illustration of one particular detail will rank 
with the best work of Adam Smith. 

In the following pages the detail will be the 
main subject, and general theory the episode. The 
Political Economy and minor writings of Malthus 
(which are not few) will be noticed only in relation 
to the Iksay on Population. 

Accordingly, the First of these Five Books will deal 
with the genesis, history, and contents of the Essay, 
plunging the reader in mediae res and keeping him 
there, till the facts force him, in the Second Book, 
to recur with the author to Economical theory. The 
Third will show the mind of Malthus more clearly 
by adding to his economics his Ethics and Political 



viii INTRODUCTIOX. 

Philosophy ; and the Fourth, with the case now fully 
stated, will criticize the Critics of the Essay, and try 
to determine how much of its doctrine remains still 
valuable. The Fifth Book, with its Biography, may 
help the reader to associate the living personality of 
the man with his writings. 

London, June 18S5. 



CONTENTS. 



Introduction ... 

Book L THE ESSAY. 

Chap. i. first thoughts, 1798 

II. SBOOND thoughts, 1803 

111. XUB8BB ..« •«. ... ... ... 

IT. THE 8AVAGB, BARBARIAN, AND ORIENTAL 

v. NORTH AND MID EUROPE 

T I. If KANUB .•• ... ... ... ... 



91 



}» 



>» 



VII. ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, AND IRELAND 



Book H. ECONOMICS. 
Chap. i. the landlords 
II. the working man 
III. general gluts 

IV. THE BEGGAR 






99 



99 



PAOB 

vu 



1 

45 

60 

85 

119 

153 

170 



207 
254 
282 
303 



Book IH. MORAL AND POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY 319 

IV. THE CRITICS 355 

V. BIOGRAPHY 399 



9t 



Index ... 



... 428 




MALTHUS AND HIS WORK 



44 MALTHUS AND HIS WORK [bk. i. 

one could only mean that he still wished to believe 
it so. It must have been peculiarly galling to a 
statesman who aflfected the political economist to 
find that not only the solemn criticisms of Malthus, 
but the jocose " Observations " of Bentham/ which 
threshed the chaff out of the bill clause by clause, 
had turned his favourite science against himself. 

* WorkSf vol. viii. p. 440. 



CHAP. VI.] FRANCE. 169 

come when the lower classes would be as the middle 
classes, or, in his own words, when the lower would 
be diminished and the middle increased, and when, 
mainly through the action of the labourers them- 
selves, inventions would become a real benefit, because 
accompanied by lighter labour and shorter hours for 
the labourers.^ As for that love of humanity, that 
was so much present in the words and thoughts if 
not in the deeds of the men of the Revolution, he had 
a full share of it. He desired a longer life for the 
living, and fewer births for the sake of fewer deaths. 
His work was like that of the lighthouse, to give 
light and to save life. 

» Mssay, lih ed., IV. xiii p. 474 ; 2nd ed., IV. xi. p. 694. 
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passed, as he urged, in 1808, instead of twenty years 
later, the labour of conciliating Ireland might have 
proved easier, and the poUtical change might have 
helped to produce that change in the habits of the 
people which Malthus deemed essential to its per- 
manent prosperity. 



CHAP, l] the landlords. 253 

a bare life. The motive of socialistic government 
would be to secure a high degree of comfort, not a 
bare subsistence, for all ; and therefore, at the cost of 
a limitation of numbers, society would still remain at 
a distance fix>m its greatest possible production of 
food. Whether such a limitation of numbers is 
likely to take place in the reconstituted society is 
discussed elsewhere.^ 

1 See below, Bk. IV. 
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8ACRSD TO THE MEMORY 
or 

£;fee 3tb. ®;^omas ^ohtxi Sp;ali|^tts, 

LONG KNOWN TO THE LETTERED WORLD 
BY HIS ADMIRABLE WRITINGS ON THE SOCIAL BRANCHES OF 

POLITICAL ECONOMY, 
PARTICX7LARLT BY HIS "ESSAY ON POPULATION." 

ONE OF THE BEST MEN AND TRUEST PHILOSOPHERS 

OF ANY AGE OR COUNTRY, 

RAISED BY NATIVE DIGNITY OF MIND 

ABOVE THE MISREPRESENTATIONS OF THE IGNORANT 

AND THE NEGLECT OF THE GREAT, 

HE LIVED A SERENE AND HAPPY LIFE, 

DEVOTED TO THE PURSUIT AND COMMUNICATION 

OF TRUTH, 
SUPPORTED BY A CALM BUT FIRM CONVICTION OF THE 
USEFULNESS OF HIS LABOURS, 
CONTENT WITH THE APPROBATION OF THE WISE AND GOOD. 

HIS WRITINGS WILL BE A LASTING MONUMENT 
OF THE EXTENT AND CORRECTNESS OF HIS UNDERSTANDING. 

THE SPOTLESS INTEGRITY OF HIS PRINCIPLES, 

THE EQUITY AND CANDOUR OF HIS NATURE, 

HIS SWEETNESS OF TEMPER, URBANITY OF MANNERS, 

AND TENDERNESS OF HEART, 

HIS BENEVOLENCE AND HIS PIETY, 

ARE THE STILL DEARER RECOLLECTIONS OF HIS FAMILY 

AND FRIENDS. 

Sam Feb. 14, 1766. Died Dec. £P, 1SS4^ 
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